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1. Please list no more than three children, youth or family focused causes or 
organizations that you have supported as an employee, donor or volunteer. 
 
 For six years my Irish Setter "Henry" and I went to Flagstaff schools twice per 
week and the second and third graders would take turns reading to Henry.  It was 
very rewarding and, according to the teachers, the highlight of the students' week 
when it was their turn to read.I was one of the founders of this program "Paws to 
Read" in Flagstaff. 

 
I also financially support the CocoNuts and attend their local and regional 
contests along with various STEM activities.  

 
 

2.  What do you believe the role of elected officials is in their communities when 
it comes to serving and advocating for children and youth? 
 
I believe city elected officials need to work to serve children by providing jobs, 
housing, safety and recreational events to young families.  As Mayor I have voted 
to approve city funding for the FACTS after school program.  I also consider 
parks and recreation a core service of the City. 

 
 
3.  What do you think the two most pressing issues are for youth and their 

families. 
 
Time and money.  Watching my son and his wife, and their friends with young 
children, I believe time is a concern.  Most children grow up today in households 
where both parents believe they must work in order to provide for the family and 
they seem so frazzled.  Everyone wants their children to be in extra activities, 
which are good, but everyone is busy.    I think time is a pressing concern on 
young families  
 
The high cost of living in Flagstaff, especially housing is clearly a stress factor. 
 
 
 



4.  Within the duties of your elected office, how can and will you support 
children and families of our community? 

 
The City substantially supports (financially) the after school FACT program.  I 
have always voted for that item in our budget.  Parks and Recreation is for the 
direct benefit of families.  Look at the recent improvements to Bushmaster Park.  I 
personally attend many school functions to let students know the city cares about 
them and what they are doing. 

 
5.  How would you as an elected official support an equitable school system for 

ALL students, cradle to career. 
 
I leave this question to the school experts and the school board.  The city council 
has little involvement in this issue. 

 
 

6.  Please share your thoughts on early childhood education and its role in the 
educational system. 

 
 

I appreciate the work that Headstart provides to children that do not have access 
to a private or non-profit preschool.  We all know the early years are the most 
important. 

 
 
 

7.  Even with the passage of Prop 123, Arizona is one of the lowest states in the 
nation on per pupil funding.  As an elected official, how would you work with 
other elected officials at any level to ensure an increase in per pupil funding 
as the next step to Prop 123? 
 
As mayor I do not direct state officials to change their priorities on budget issues.  
However, I would be happy to serve in any way that would help to increase public 
awareness of the problem.  I can and do work with a variety of state and federal 
officials on various issues that relate to Flagstaff.  I am happy to use my time to 
help increase funding for school children. 
 
 

8.  How can concern for the welfare of children be expressed in your legislative 
agenda? 

 
 

My entire four years in office I have worked hard to make Flagstaff as affordable 
a town as it can be.  For me that means keeping the small business in mind.  I care 
very much about bringing jobs to Flagstaff and lowering the cost of living.    

 


